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WHAT IS THE COST OF A KITCHEN
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Introduction

For many of us, the kitchen is the heart of our homes. It's not just for preparing meals.  It's a

place where we all gather round and share the news our day, where the kids do their

homework, where friends and family congregate to collect to celebrate life's achievements

and where we prepare and eat our meals.

Your kitchen should reflect your lifestyle.  It should accommodate your cooking needs, offer

plenty of storage, and be an example of your aesthetic sense complementing your home's

architecture and design.  So much goes into planning and remodeling a kitchen. Choosing the

perfect elements like cabinets, countertops, tile, and appliances are only a few aspects.  You

also need to think about flow, utility, and practicality when putting your budget together.

Before you do anything else, the first step should be to set some goals for the space.

A kitchen remodel, while exciting can be exciting a bit disruptive.  However, with the right

design team and builder it can be easier than expected.  When it's completed, your new

kitchen can be a showplace and gathering spot in your home, and add value when it comes

time to sell.

Let's look at some of the key variables you'll need to address when setting goals and planning

your remodeling project.  We'll look at some of the factors that affect budget and then break

down what a good, better, and best kitchen encompasses regarding budget and amenities.

Designing The Perfect Kitchen To Meet Your Needs And Budget

"A complete kitchen renovation increases the resale value of a home
more than any other interior upgrade and it has the highest appeal for
 potential buyers."

- Realtor®  2015 Remodeling Impact Report



CHOOSING THE RIGHT PROFESSIONALS 

Unless you're an experienced “do-it-yourselfer,” a kitchen remodel is best left to the

professionals.  A typical remodel can include demolition, plumbing, electrical, drywall,

flooring, tile work and more.  Larger renovations can even include structural work like

removing walls and flying load-bearing beams, depending on the complexity of the design.

You'll need to pull permits, arrange building inspections, and possibly even present your

design and engineering reports before your local planning board if structural changes are

being made.  Having a qualified professional can make all of this much easier.

The best solution is to look for a design build firm that has experience with kitchen

remodeling and can provide all of the services required from their in-house team.  A

qualified professional can help you set goals and  design a kitchen that fits within your

budget, all while ensuring that your aesthetic and functional needs are met. 

When choosing a firm for your remodel, make sure that they offer quality materials and pay

attention to the details.  Ask to see a portfolio of their work, and ask for and speak to

references.  A kitchen renovation can be a disruptive experience.  You want to make sure

that whomever you choose understands this from your perspective and will work with you

throughout the process to assure the least amount of disruption possible while meeting the

highest standards for quality of both craftsmanship and design.  They should offer high

quality products from trusted manufacturers at a variety of price points so they are

equipped to meet your needs no matter your budget.



SETTING GOALS
Before you do anything, you need to begin to plan set some goals for your remodel. There are

several factors to consider that can drastically affect both the design and budget.  Some key

factors to consider include:

 Size (Square Footage) – Every inch of space is important, especially in a smaller kitchen. The

size of the room will affect the layout, design, and budget of your project. For example, is

there room for an island?  Where and how much storage do you need? Is the space large

enough for a prep sink?

 Will you knock out a wall or expand the kitchen by building an addition? How much space

can you add?  These are all important considerations to think about and great questions to

ask your kitchen designer.  They can help you  formulate a successful  plan!

 Existing Layout – The beauty of working with a design-build firm is that you don't

necessarily need to maintain your kitchen's existing layout. That being said, if your budget

does not allow for significant changes or you must maintain existing elements like windows,

doors or plumbing, your design professional can modify your existing floor plan to make it

more functional and attractive. 

   

 As you consider a new kitchen design, take some time and think about what you like about

your existing kitchen.  How do you move within the space?  Does the existing design

accommodate your cooking needs?   Can you easily transfer from the fridge to the sink to the

oven?  Is it easy to work with more than one person cooking?

   

 Infrastructure – Depending on your kitchens' age, you may need to deal with electrical or

plumbing issues as you remodel. This is where working with a design-build professional can

help. They can assess the “guts” of your kitchen to make sure it can accommodate today's

technology (lighting, appliances, etc.) that you will install.

 In an older home, once the process begins you may find issues such as a sagging floor, or

crooked walls that need to be addressed.  These can be big hits to your budget that you may

not plan for but need to be aware of at the start of the process. A good designer will

understand your needs, but recognize the variables that can occur and will plan for

contingencies. 



SETTING GOALS

Lifestyle - Lifestyle plays a huge role in determining your design. For example, how do you

use your kitchen? Do the kids come home from school and sit at the counter to do

homework? How do you entertain? Answering these questions at the beginning of the

process can help you to prioritize necessary features.  The design will evolve as all of the

variables are considered, so it's important to define your needs as throughly as possible. Your

designer can help you navigate potential lifestyle challenges and design a space that tackles

them all.

Budget – Answering these questions can help you to begin to set your budget. As a good rule

of thumb, most professionals suggest a budget of between 10 and 25 percent of your overall

home value for a kitchen remodel.  The most important consideration when setting your

budget is to understand that the fastest way to go over budget is to change your mind about

materials and finishes. 

According to a survey conducted by Remodeling magazine, in 2016 in the South Eastern

Central United States, the cost to update an outmoded 200-square-foot kitchen was

$59,900.00.  This was for a functional layout of 30 linear feet of semi-custom wood cabinets,

including a 3-by-5-foot island; laminate countertops; and standard double-tub stainless-steel

sink with standard single-lever faucet.  Include energy-efficient wall oven, cooktop,

ventilation system, built-in microwave, dishwasher, garbage disposal, and custom lighting.

Add new resilient flooring. Finish with painted walls, trim, and ceiling.

As you plan your design, set a realistic budget and decide where you want to save and where

you want to splurge.  For example, if you are a bit of a chef, saving money on the tile

backsplash can be reallocated to a six-burner stove, or choosing a more reasonable priced

countertop can allow you to upgrade cabinet hardware.   Setting goals will keep you

prepared  when it comes time to start your project.  Your budget ultimately will determine

the level of finishes in your kitchen. Take into account that spending 10% or more of your

overall home's value on your project will often help you to realize a return on your

investment when it comes time to sell.   Working with a design-build team can help  you

make better cost to value decisions and ensure you end up with the kitchen of your dreams!



BEGINNING THE PROCESS

Once you've set goals and a budget, the fun truly begins! Your design-build team will first

work with you to develop a formal plan including  space planning,  and schematic design.

The focus here is to look at layout and space planning. Often you'll want to jump right into

cabinets, finishes, countertops and appliances - after all, you've been clipping photos and

creating Ideabooks on Houzz for months.  Be patient; this step is where the scope of work is

determined, and the budget is allocated.  While you're working on the planning, your

professionals will be sending out drawings for estimates on the top choices of finishes and

fixtures to fit your budget.

After the preliminary design phase is complete, you'll begin to focus on the details. This is

the fun part, and where Good, Better, Best comes into play. Your designer will present you

with choices for finishes and fixtures at this stage, based on your budget. 

This will include:

 • Cabinetry - construction type, door style, finish, color, and hardware

• Countertop materials – can include quartzite, laminate, wood, granite, marble, or soapstone 

• Appliances – refrigerators, stove, cooktops, microwaves, dishwasher, and range  hood

• Kitchen sink and faucet

• Light fixtures – including under cabinet lighting, pendants, general     lighting

 

Your design-build team will prepare  floor plans, mechanical and electrical drawings, lighting

plans and elevations. They will also guide the choice of finishes and fixtures, and finalize  the

paperwork and permits to begin your job.



GOOD, BETTER, BEST! CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

A good design-build firm will have some suppliers that they work with to provide the

highest quality materials to meet every budget.  From the floor to the ceiling, each design

element will be carefully appointed to meet your style and budget.

Good

Good cabinetry is best described as cabinetry that falls between a stock cabinet and a semi-

custom cabinet. The greatest difference between a good and a better, more expensive

 cabinet is the fit and finish. Good cabinets often have a three step finish with drawers that

are constructed from plywood. It's also important to note that cabinet box sizes will be

limited to a set number of sizes available in three inch increments. This may necessitate the

addition of filler strips when installing cabinets within a specific space. Your design-build

firm should offer you a range of cabinets from a variety of manufacturers. They should

come in a variety of finishes and materials to meet your budget. We source  cabinets which

are extremely well made and offer tremendous value for an entry level cabinet. Entry level

cabinetry may include  features like two options for molding or interior functionality like

wastebaskets or a lazy susan. Good cabinets are practical and beautiful, they are well-made

and provide exceptional value.

Cabinets

The cost of a kitchen remodel should be in line with the value of the

home. You don't want to invest so much money that your home is

worth more than the local real estate market norm. Following the

15% of the homes value rule will help limit the spending to a range

that will be recovered during resale of the home. It is quite common

to see 80% to 90% ROI (return on investment), or even more. But

even if you don't reach that mark, consider the livability that your

kitchen remodeling or decorating project will mean to you.

http://www.toulmincabinetry.com/


GOOD, BETTER, BEST: CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

Cabinets

Better

As you move up to the better level of cabinetry, you will have more options for creating a

custom design.  The big difference is that better cabinetry is constructed from higher quality

materials and more labor intensive construction methods.  Better cabinets often have a

seventeen step finish and drawer boxes that are constructed using solid wood with dovetail

joinery.  Better cabinets can be modified to any size allowing for a truly custom design that

will fit any space.  A good way to understand better cabinets is to think of them as "bespoke"

and "furniture grade". All of our cabinets, good, better and best are available with  upgrades

such as  glass or metal inserts, bead board backs for glass front or open cabinets, and deeper

cabinet depth.  Better cabinet options may cost a bit more than entry level cabinets due to the

quality of the materials used in the construction.  Better cabinets offer up to fifteen options

for crown or light rail molding. They also  offer more options for accessories like roll-out

trays, drawers, wastebaskets, wine racks, or tray dividers.



GOOD, BETTER, BEST: CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

Best

Finally, at the best level, cabinet makers provide choices like solid exotic hardwood cabinets

or custom hand finishes that can take your kitchen to the next level of design elegance. 

Custom tooling  can be designed and cut to provide an unlimited number of options for

crown molding. Along with exotic woods and hand finishes, the best kitchens offer an

unlimited number of decorative storage and custom cabinets, such as appliance garages and

roll-out drawer pantries.  Cabinets can be customized to include exotic wood range hoods

and refrigerator panels to blend into the overall kitchen design.  Best cabinets are made from

the highest quality materials and finishes available and are built to last a lifetime.  They are

completely custom and are only limited by your imagination.  They are for clients seeking

the finest luxury kitchen that will make an impressive statement.

Cabinets



Better

Style, color choices, and materials have exploded regarding countertops, and today it's

possible to create elegant, functional counter space on a budget. From sustainable products

like bamboo and concrete to easy to maintain humanmade stone like Quartzite, too pricey

and exotic stones like onyx, imported marble, and colorful granite countertops to enhance

any kitchen are available at a variety of price points.

Your designer can talk to you about the pros and cons of each and show you the large

selection of edge styles and finishes that are available.

One remarkably affordable material that is growing in interest and use is quartz. Unlike

butcher block or granite which can require regular waxing and sealing, quartz is an

extremely low maintenance and durable countertop material. Manufacturers like

Caesarstone, Cambria, Silestone and Polarstone, offer quartz countertops at a variety of price

points to fit almost every budget.

Good Choices

Granite ($ - $$$) – Granite countertops are beautiful and offer a host of natural patterns and

colors that can turn any kitchen into an elegant retreat. Granite does require occasional

sealing to keep the surface stain free. Granite is available in a wide variety of prices, and

there are granite surfaces that can fit into a modest remodeling budget!

Solid Surfaces ($ - $$) - Solid surfaces are completely non-porous and so require no

maintenance, sealing or special cleaning. While they are susceptible to scratches or burns,

they can be easily sanded to remove them. Solid surfaces come in a wide variety of colors

and patterns and because they are not “natural” you can use them to add a pop of color (like

tomato red or turquoise) to add a pop of color to an island, or a focal point to your kitchen!

Seamless installation means there are no cracks to catch dirt or debris. 

GOOD, BETTER, BEST: CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

Countertops

Style, color choices, and materials have exploded regarding countertops, and today it's

possible to create elegant, functional counter space on a budget. available and are built to last

a lifetime. They are completely custom and are only limited by your imagination. 

Your designer can talk to you about the pros and cons of each and show you the large

selection of edge styles and finishes that are available.

One remarkably affordable material that is growing in interest and use is quartz.  Unlike

butcher block or granite which can require regular waxing and sealing, quartz is an

extremely low maintenance and durable countertop material.  Manufacturers like

Caesarstone, Cambria, Silestone, and Polarstone offer quartz countertops at a variety of price

points to fit almost every budget.

Good Choices

Granite ($ - $$$) – Granite countertops are beautiful and offer a host of natural patterns and

colors that can turn any kitchen into an elegant retreat. Granite does require occasional

sealing to keep the surface stain free. Granite is available in a wide variety of prices, and

there are granite surfaces that can fit into a modest remodeling budget.

Better Choices

Quartz ($$-$$$) - Quartz is a man-made product created from natural stone, resin, and dye.

Manufacturers are able to manipulate these variables to create hundreds of colors and

patterns.  Quartz doesn't have the natural variation of granite or marble. It can be pricier

than some materials, but its durability makes it a great investment.



GOOD, BETTER, BEST: CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

Countertops

Best Choices

Marble ($$$ - $$$$$) - Marble looks and feels glamorous in any kitchen. It offers elegant

veining, luminescence, and beautiful colors. It is the traditional choice in many high-end

kitchens. It stands up beautifully to heat, and because it stays cool it is the traditional choice

for the pastry chef or baker.  Because it is susceptible to stains and etching, many kitchen

designers often choose to keep marble to one or two areas.

Soapstone ($$$ - $$$$) - Soapstone is an excellent material that looks at home in traditional

kitchens in older homes, as well as contemporary kitchens.   It has a natural “softness that fits

into any style kitchen. It begins as light to medium gray in color and over time develops a

beautiful dark rich patina. Soapstone is also used in higher-end kitchen sinks where it is a

durable and beautiful focal point in the kitchen.

Stainless Steel ($$$-$$$$) - Stainless steel has traditionally been used in commercial

kitchens, but in recent years, more homeowners have turned to stainless steel as a

countertop option.  They must be custom-made to fit your space, so they offer a tailored,

custom look.  Nearly indestructible, it resists heat and bacteria and is perfect in a

contemporary kitchen design.



GOOD, BETTER, BEST: CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

Fixtures and Hardware

Whether your kitchen is Traditional, French Country, or Contemporary, your cabinet

hardware and fixtures are details that can elevate your kitchen from acceptable to exquisite.

 Pulls and knobs are the jewelry on your cabinets.

No matter what price point your kitchen is, good, better or best, your designer will have a

range of choices available. Look for quality manufacturers like Top Knobs, Ashley Norton,

or Emtek to name just a few. Your designer understands the importance of the right

hardware for your final design and will work closely with you to pick the perfect pulls and

knobs to compliment your style and enhance the aesthetic appeal of your design.

Plumbing fixtures are another element that can add to the aesthetic appeal of your kitchen.

Look for fixtures from Delta, Danze, Kohler, Rohl and Newport Brass. Like hardware,

fixtures are available across all price points, and your designer will offer you a selection of

stylish choices that are the best value for your budget.

Lighting

Your kitchen design will most likely feature a range of lighting choices from overhead

lighting to pendants and under cabinet lighting. Like plumbing fixtures and hardware,

lighting is available in every style to meet your design needs. Your designer will work with

you to find the highest-quality fixtures at best the prices to compliment the design of your

space. 



GOOD, BETTER, BEST: CHOOSING THE RIGHT
CABINETS, FIXTURES, AND FINISHES

Appliances

Appliances are another area where great value is available at all price points. The final

choice depends on your lifestyle and needs. The options are truly broad. Your designer can

help you to pick the perfect appliances to fit your lifestyle across a range of price points.

Good

Manufacturers like  KitchenAid, LG, and Electrolux, offer a variety of high-quality

appliances to fit every budget.  Coming in a variety of styles and colors, these manufacturers

offer different lines to fit your budget.

Better

If you are looking for luxury at a mid-price point, makers like Jenn-Air offer luxury

appliances with a sophisticated modern design.  GE's Cafe line is known for exceptional

craftsmanship and performance at a reasonable price.

Best

Look for names like Thermador, SubZero and Wolf for real high-end luxury. If you are

turning your kitchen into a chef's paradise, these are the manufacturers to look for. They

offer high-end professional features like six burner ranges with built-in griddles, self-start

cooking, and convection ovens.

Ultimately, working with a professional design-build team and a designer can help you to

narrow your choices. With materials, finishes, and fixtures available across all price points

your team will work with you to create the perfect kitchen within your budget and will

incorporate the right elements to meet your needs and style.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT DESIGN TEAM

CONCLUSION

A kitchen remodel is an exciting project that can turn the heart of your home into a

paradise for your family and friends to enjoy.  Working with Toulmin Cabinetry & Design

can take a process that can be stressful and disruptive and make it easy and fun.  Our design

experts can  help you  compile ideas, set goals and decide upon a budget.  Contact us to learn

more about our five  step of the process,

1: Initial Showroom Visit

2: In-Home Design Consultation

3: Preliminary Review Meeting

4: Design & Selection Phase

5: Construction & Installation Phase

No one wants to pay more money for inferior quality.  Working with a “one-stop-

shop”design-build firm can assure you of the highest quality craftsmanship and access to the

highest caliber materials including cabinetry, countertops, lighting, appliances, and more.

A professional firm will have the years of experience and sources to be able to meet your

aesthetic needs and create the perfect kitchen to fit your family's lifestyle needs and budget.

 A new kitchen can be designed and built to provide a timeless exceptional design that will

not only give you years of enjoyment, but will add value to your home when it's time to sell. 

Address: 5227 Whigham Cir, Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

Phone: (205) 366-0807

Email: info@toulmincabinetry.com

Hours:  9:00AM–5:00PM

To Contact Us
Click Here!

http://www.toulmincabinetry.com/contact/
http://www.toulmincabinetry.com/contact/
http://www.toulmincabinetry.com/contact/
http://www.toulmincabinetry.com/contact/
http://www.toulmincabinetry.com/

